LICENSING COMMITTEE
Date and Time:

Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 7.00 pm

Place:

Council Chamber

Present:
Butler (Chairman), Clarke, Delaney, Drage, Farmer, Kennett, Lamb, Tomlinson,
Wildsmith and Wright
In attendance:
Officers: Jaggard, Draper, Shared Legal Services, Brough and Sanders
8

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of 10 November 2020 were agreed and confirmed and signed as a
correct record.

9

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Councillor Davies.

10

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared.

11

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman reiterated thanks to all Officers who have been working hard and
now with the ‘road map’ out of Lockdown there will be more legislation and
changes ahead.

12

APPROVAL OF UPDATED TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE POLICY
The Committee considered the Council’s updated Taxi and Private Hire Policy
which sets out the approach to the administration of the Taxi and Private Hire
licensing functions under the Town Centre Police Clauses Act 1847 and the
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.
Members discussed:
 Card payments in vehicles and the benefits to both customers and drivers.
 If agreed, a 12-week consultation will be required with drivers and vehicle
proprietors to submit their comments on the proposed change to licensing
vehicle conditions.
 What would happen if the technology fails and the Committee were assured
the drivers will still be offering to take cash payments.
 The cost for joining the National Anti-Fraud Network (NAFN) and possible
rises in that cost in the future.
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Potential for passing on the NAFN cost and how much that could be for each
driver with the possibility of other services making use of the NR3 system
thereby reducing that cost overall.
Keeping a record of how many times the NR3 system is used, if agreed.

DECISION
1. That the Taxi and Private Hire Policy be adopted.
2. To consult the relevant organisations on the proposal to make the ability to
make card payment in vehicles mandatory.
3. That the Council joins the National Anti-Fraud Network (NAFN) and uses the
NR3 system for Licensing Purposes.
That the Head of Place in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Regulatory be
authorised to make minor alterations and typographical corrections to the
document before it is published.
13

APPROVAL OF GAMBLING POLICY
To adopt the Council’s Gambling Policy. Members asked for clarification that
nothing has changed since the Consultation and were advised there have been
no changes in the gambling policy since 2019.
DECISION
1. That the Council’s Gambling Policy (Statement of Principles Gambling Act
2005 Joint Statement of Licensing Policy) be adopted.
That the Head of Place in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Regulation be
authorised to make minor alternations and typographical corrections to the
document before it is published.

The meeting closed at 7.27 pm
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